
Filling out the FAFSA

JCB Student Services



What is the 
F A F S A ?

It stands for Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid. We highly 
recommend you fill it out!

The FAFSA covers any federal aid you 
might qualify for.  New York State also 
awards aid (TAP) and that application 
will be linked at the end of the FAFSA 
if you select a NYS college/university.



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LK0bbu0y5AM


Checklist
❏ Request an FSA ID for the student and parent
❏ Collect Information
❏ Complete FAFSA online after October 1st
❏ Complete TAP online after FAFSA
❏ Complete other forms if needed (Excelsior, CSS Profile)
❏ Watch for Student Aid Report (SAR) & keep in touch with 

the financial aid offices at the schools you are applying to



Step 1: FSA ID
● Why do I need an FSA ID?

○ It’s your legal signature on the FAFSA

● Who needs an FSA ID?
○ Student
○ 1 Parent

● Important Note: an email address 
and cell phone number cannot be 
used with more than 1 FSA Id



How to get a FSA ID

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K7ihhGk8mCY


Step 2: Collect Information

All Income/Bank/Brokerage 
statements and W-2’s must 
be from 2019!

You will need your Social 
Security Number (SSN) as 
well as your parents.

If you have a Driver’s 
License, you will need that 
as well.

You must use the name on 
your birth certificate.



Step 3: Complete the FAFSA

Ever unsure 
what a question 
is asking? Click 
on the blue 
question mark 
icon for further 
explanation!

There are 8 
sections to 
complete, it will 
save as you go 
as long as you 
create a save 
key!



You are the one 
going to college, 
so this is your 
financial aid 
application! Not 
your parent or 
guardian.

JCB High School will not 
register. You need to 
enter John. C 
Birdlebough High 
School in Phoenix, NY.



You can list up to 10 
schools. If you are 
applying to more 
than 10, you can go 
back and add more 
later.

You will be asked 
about ordering your 
schools. For New 
York State, the 
order in which you 
enter them does not 
matter.



If you are eligible to 
use the IRS Data 
Retrieval Tool, use it!



If you utilize the IRS DRT, 
you will be redirected to 
the IRS website. Your 
FAFSA will save, and it will 
return once you have 
finished with the IRS.



If you are not using the 
IRS DRT, you will be 
directed to start filling 
out information on your 
parents financial 
information. This is 
where you will need 
papers such as W-2’s 
and tax returns.



This part can be 
confusing! The FAFSA 
will tell you where to find 
the information they are 
asking for.



A preparer is 
someone who 
charges a fee to 
submit the 
FAFSA...so 
chances are you 
will select no!



The FSA ID that 
you created will 
allow you to 
electronically 
sign the FAFSA



Your parent’s FSA ID 
will also allow them to 
sign. 



Congratulations! You finished the 
FAFSA! Now for the state aid, 
which you can access from the 
confirmation page.



FAQ/Resources
● Can I Receive federal student aid if I am homeless or at risk of being 

homeless?
○ Yes - when asked whether you are homeless or at risk of becoming homeless and 

“unaccompanied” (meaning not with your parents), answer yes and continue with the 
application

● FAFSA Parent Info : This link has answers to the following questions
○ Who is my parent according to the FAFSA?
○ What if my parents are divorced or separated?
○ What if I have a stepparent?
○ What if I live with someone other than my parents?
○ What if I’m unable to provide parent information due to special circumstances?
○ What if my parents are unwilling to provide their information?
○ What if my parents aren’t citizens?

https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa/filling-out/parent-info


FAQ/Resources
● I filled out my FAFSA! When can I expect to receive information about my 

financial aid?
○ You have to apply and be accepted by the college first. Once you are accepted, the college will 

put your financial aid award letter together
○ The timing will vary on how long it will take for them to get you your letter, reach out to the 

financial aid offices at the colleges you applied to!



Questions?
● Your most valuable resource for financial aid help is to speak with 

the financial aid office at the college(s) you are applying to!

● Mrs. Griswold & Mrs. Ransiear as here to help as well!
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