JCB Summer Reading Suggestions
Summer 2021

This summer, the teachers at JCB are excited to keep you engaged! What better
way is there to do that than with BOOKS?!
Teachers are sharing their favorite titles for you to choose from. Read for the fun
of it! Because it is good for you, and you can pick from the ideas below!
So, as you grab some vitamin D this summer, also take some time to grab some
mental vitamins from a good book or two, or three or more!

How to Sign Up for
Free Public Library Cards
(North Country and Onondaga County)

How to Access Sora,
Our Digital Library
Summer Reading Student Response Form

Please note: This list is a suggested list. We encourage students to read during the summer to build upon skills they worked on this year, and to
maintain the growth they have achieved as a reader. There will be no evaluation of their reading, rather this is a way to stay connected to their JCB
community through common books. When we all return to school, we can participate in conversations based around shared books, thus building
our sense of our school community!

Teacher’s Name

Teacher’s Book Selection(s):

Mr. Bailer
JCB Principal
Dear Phoenix Families,
For this summer, our JCB family has
compiled a building-wide list of reading
recommendations! We wanted to
share some of our favorite titles with
our students and families in an effort
to open literary pathways for
connections both at home as well as
for the start of next school year. This is
not a mandatory reading list, rather, a
list of recommended books from our
staff. We encourage parents to be
part of the process of students picking
out books which are the best fit for
each individual and unique reader.

Where the Crawdad Sings
Delia Owens

Where the Crawdads Sing is part bildungsroman and part crime drama, centered around Kya, a wild and
unkempt girl. The book follows the ups and downs of her life. She lives a lonely life, but her story is a
hopeful one as well. With a little help, she's able to survive and even learn to read.

Enjoy a good book this summer,
Mr. Bailer

Mr. Barrett
Art Teacher

A History of Art in 21 Cats
Nia Gould
Become litter-ate in the basics of important art movements through a host of beautifully illustrated cats, each
one inspired by a specific period in art hiss-tory: Surrealism, Cubism, Abstract Expressionism, Ancient Egyptian
(of course), and many more. From Claude Meow-net to Jackson Paw-llock, these creative cats will introduce you
to key themes and artists you won't soon fur-get. Purr-haps even inspiring you to make your own version!
This book is a great way to learn about the numerous art movements in a quirky and unique way. These are not
actual artworks, but original illustrations using the aesthetic and artistic characteristics from the times.

Mrs. Clark
Science Teacher

Water for Elephants
Sara Gruen
Adventure, love, animals...what's not to like? Loved this book!

City of Thieves
David Benioff
Great historical fiction novel set in WWII in Leningrad. Quick read that I couldn't put down!

Mr. Crossett
English Teacher

Refugee
Alan Gratz
Rating from English Teacher: PG Three different kids. One mission in common: ESCAPE. Josef is a Jewish boy
in 1930s Nazi Germany. Isabel is a Cuban girl in 1994. Mahmoud is a Syrian boy in 2015. All will face
unimaginable dangers–from drownings to bombings to betrayals.

Mr. Fredenburg
English Teacher

A Boy and His Dog At the End of the World
C.A. Fletcher
Griz’s only friends in a desolate world are his two loyal dogs, Jip and Jess; that is until a tale-spinning marauder
steals one of them. A hardscrabble young adult, Griz, has grown up in a post-apocalyptic world in which the
Gelding has rendered most humans infertile and the global population has been decimated. A Boy and His Dog at
the End of the World, is a story of survival, determination, and the unconditional love of dogs. This book isn't just
for lovers of dystopian fiction. If you love dogs, you'll love this book!

Scythe
Neil Shusterman
A world with no hunger, no disease, no war, no misery. Humanity has conquered all those things, and has even
conquered death. Now scythes are the only ones who can end life—and they are commanded to do so, in order to
keep the size of the population under control. Citra and Rowan are chosen to apprentice to a scythe—a role that
neither wants. These teens must master the “art” of taking life, knowing that the consequence of failure could
mean losing their own.
Ms. Griffin
Math Teacher

Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone
J. K. Rowling
Harry Potter, a boy who learns on his eleventh birthday that he is the orphaned son of two powerful wizards and
possesses unique magical powers of his own. He is summoned from his life as an unwanted child to become a
student at Hogwarts, an English boarding school for wizards. There, he meets several friends who become his
closest allies and help him discover the truth about his parents' mysterious deaths.

Mr. Heffernan
Physics Teacher

Unbroken
Laura Hillenbrand
In boyhood, Louis Zamperini was an incorrigible delinquent. As a teenager, he channeled his defiance into running,
discovering a prodigious talent that carried him to the Berlin Olympics. Then with the start of World War II, the
athlete became an airman. When his Army Air Forces bomber crashed into the Pacific Ocean, against all odds,
Zamperini survived. Driven to the limits of endurance, Zamperini would answer desperation with ingenuity;
suffering with hope, resolve, and humor; brutality with rebellion.

Ms. LaBrake
English Teacher

Stamped: Racism, Antiracism, and You
Jason Reynolds and Ibram X. Kendi
The book discusses how racism has affected the United States. Originally written by Ibram X. Kendi, this
rewrite, by Jason Reynolds, makes the subject more relatable for high school-aged students.
The audiobook is read by Jason Reynolds and is SUPERB. It can be found on our free SORA app.

Ms. Lewis
Instructional Specialist

The Heroes of Olympus
Rick Riordan
These books make me excited about being a mythology geek, and are great if you loved Percy Jackson because
this is considered a spin-off series!

Mrs. Longley
Social Studies Teacher

Talking to Strangers: What We Should Know about the People We Don't Know
Malcolm Gladwell
This non-fiction book is a powerful examination of our interactions with strangers -- and why they often go
wrong. Gladwell uses real situations from recent and past history to make his case that there is something very
wrong with the tools and strategies we use to make sense of people we don't know. And that has a profound
effect on our lives and our world.
In the audiobook version, you will actually hear the voices of many of the people interviewed, and court
transcripts are brought to life with re-enactments. You hear directly from many of the players in the real life
tragedies.

Ms. Pitcher
Math Teacher
The Five People You Meet In Heaven
Mitch Albom
Eddie is a wounded war veteran, an old man who has lived, in his mind, an uninspired life. His job is fixing rides
at a seaside amusement park. On his 83rd birthday, a tragic accident kills him, as he tries to save a little girl from
a falling cart. He awakes in the afterlife, where he learns that heaven is not a destination. It's a place where your
life is explained to you by five people, some of whom you knew, others who may have been strangers. One by
one, from childhood to soldier to old age, Eddie's five people revisit their connections to him on earth,
illuminating the mysteries of his "meaningless" life, and revealing the haunting secret behind the eternal
question: "Why was I here?"
Mrs. Pullam
Teaching Assistant

Hatchet
Gary Paulsen
This is a novel about Brian Robeson, age 13. How Brian struggles to stay alive after his plane crashes in the
Canadian wilderness. He's alone, cold and hungry.

Ms. Regitano
Library Media Specialist

The Poet X
Elizabeth Acevedo
This novel in verse (book written like a poem) follows Xiomara Batista, a teen living in Harlem with her twin
brother and mom, as she grapples with her mom’s strict religious beliefs and how they impact her life. How can
Xiomara balance her love of slam poetry, interest in a boy in her bio class, and her mom’s expectations?
As you can tell from the cover photo, this book received many awards, including the National Book Award, Printz
Award, and the Pura Belpré Award. These awards are well-deserved -- when I finished this book, I was in awe. I
also think it’s a great summer read because it is short, and the format in which it is written makes for a quick
read.

Hey, Kiddo
Jarrett J. Krosoczka
Did you ever read the Lunch Lady series or the Star Wars Jedi Academy books in elementary or middle school?
This book is the graphic memoir (like a graphic novel autobiography) of the author/illustrator of those books!
Jarrett’s youth is not like many of his peers -- his mother is an addict, and he does not know who his father is.
Through the love and support of his grandparents, Jarrett is able to use art as an outlet. As Jarrett gets older, he
begins to piece together an understanding of his family.
While this book is a little heavy at times and has some more mature issues and language, if you are comfortable
with that, it is a moving, inspiring story. You will find yourself laughing and crying throughout the book!

Mr. Seckner
Assistant Superintendent

The House on Mango Street
E. Cordero
Episodes of a girl living in inner city Chicago. Good short summer read.

Mr. Tommarello
English Teacher

11/22/63
Stephen King
This novel is a framed story about a man who enters a time portal and goes back to the year 1960 and goes on a
mission to prevent the Kennedy assassination. King manages to combine his non-fiction with real life events
that led up to the assasination in Dallas.
Could not put this book down!

Mr. Ventura
Social Studies Teacher

Manhunt: The 12-Day Chase to Catch Lincoln's Killer
James L. Swanson
The murder of Abraham Lincoln set off the greatest manhunt in American history. From April 14 to April 26, 1865,
the assassin, John Wilkes Booth, led Union cavalry and detectives on a wild twelve-day chase through the streets
of Washington, D.C., across the swamps of Maryland, and into the forests of Virginia, while the nation, still
reeling from the just-ended Civil War, watched in horror and sadness.
Reading this book was like being in a time machine......it's that good!

Mr. Wells
French Teacher

Becoming Emily: The Life of Emily Dickinson
Krystyna Poray Goddu
This is a wonderful biography of the famous poet, written for young adults.
This book is a fascinating read, and is not long.

Mrs. Werner
English Teacher

The Flight Girls
Noelle Salazar
This book dives into the story of the W.A.S.P.s, a group of female pilots who took over testing fighter planes
during WWII when the men went overseas. This historical fiction novel is full of strong women, patriotism,
romance, mystery, and suspense. I couldn't put it down!

Mrs. Zych
Math Teacher

Firekeeper's Daughter
Angeline Boulley
A YA thriller about a Native teen who must root out the corruption in her community.
It is a page turner with crime, suspense, and many other layers.

Mr. Zysk
Social Studies Teacher

The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy
Douglas Adams
A hilarious romp through the galaxy to determine the meaning of life. The answer isn’t exciting at all but the
journey, characters, and quirky humor make it worth the read again and again! Short, light, and funny...the perfect
summer read.

