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Phoenix CSD capital project work complete
Phoenix Central
School District officials
recently joined
representatives from
King & King Architects
to celebrate the
completion of capital
project renovations
that transformed
classrooms, facilities
and grounds.
The original $38.2 million project was approved by district voters in
2017 and provided updated classrooms, a new athletic complex, a new
auditorium and 21st century learning environments.
“Some of the project highlights include significant renovations at John
C. Birdlebough High School, where some of the classrooms had not
received significant improvements since 1955,” said Karl Seckner, the
district’s Assistant Superintendent of Finance & Educational Services.
“Work at the high school included classroom upgrades to improve
lighting and wiring; overhauling the auditorium; building a 2,000

Maroun Elementary School
holds food drive
Michael A. Maroun Elementary School in Phoenix recently held a
food drive to benefit the Erin’s Angels nonprofit organization. The
overwhelming generosity of the Phoenix community was on full
display yet again, as a total of 1,875 food items were donated.
“I am so proud of our students and the community for how
generous they were for this event,” said MAM physical education
teacher Alice Benjamin. “I think our students also learned a lot
about kindness and selflessness from this event. This can be a hard
time of year for some. I know this food will help families in need.”
Erin’s Angels is a nonprofit organization based in Central New
York that focuses on ensuring that children in need are able to get
the food and nutrients they need. They serve and provide food to
many children across Central New York.

square-foot addition to relocate the band and chorus rooms; upgrading
technology; replacing windows and the roof; building a new wrestling
room and athletic storage area; and creating a synthetic turf stadium,
complete with new lighting.”
In addition to the initial work, the district utilized $2.6 million in voterapproved capital reserve funds to cover other sitework and interior
renovations at each building. That smaller-scale project was approved
in 2019 and provided improved parent drop-off and pick-up systems at
all three schools, a new playground at MAM, a renovated elevator at JCB
and classroom floor replacement.
All the work was done at no additional cost to the taxpayers, as both
projects were funded through a combination of reserves, state aid and
retiring debt.
“Thanks to careful fiscal planning, we were able to complete these
much-need upgrades at zero tax impact,” said Superintendent
Christopher Byrne. “This project has been transformative in every sense
of the word. Phoenix schools now have some of the best state-of-the
art classrooms and facilities in CNY. I would personally like to thank the
entire Phoenix CSD community for their support of these projects.”

Phoenix fourth-graders support Trees for Troops
Fourth-grade students from Michael
A. Maroun Elementary School
recently learned about gratitude and
incorporated the character lesson into a
fundraiser benefting Trees for Troops.

and women at Fort Rucker, Ala. There,
deputy to the garrison commander
Chester (Chet) Witkowski, who has ties
to the Phoenix area, was humbled to
learn that MAM had made the donation.

Throughout the month of November,
the fourth-grade classes raised money
to help buy 12 Christmas trees for
members of the armed forces. At the
end of the fundraising campaign, the
students had surpassed their goal of
$240 and raised $360.

“I just want to give you my personal
thanks, being from CNY, for your support
to our soldiers and families,”Witkowski
wrote to MAM Principal Brett Doody.
“All of you are making a diference and
clearly demonstrating some northern
hospitality down here in the south. Your
team is the pride of Phoenix! Please
keep making a positive impact.”

This year’s donation of trees from
MAM were distributed to servicemen
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EJD students create uplifting art project
Students at Emerson J. Dillon Middle School are lifting one another up through a
schoolwide art collaboration.

Pritchard noted that the students enjoyed the project were excited to see the
individual balloons added to the mural each day.

The annual project, spearheaded by art teachers Brandi Finniss and Beth Pritchard,
gives students in ffth through eighth grades the opportunity to combine their talents
into one large-scale creation. As part of this year’s project, each artist created a
drawing on a balloon shape to represent themselves with the theme “What Lifts You?”
The goal of the project was for students to use art to share more about what inspires
them in their life.

“They always love to see our beginning of the year, large-scale works come together
because it is such an impressive feat, and students really feel good about being part of
something bigger with their individual art!” Pritchard said. “These yearly collaborative
projects are a great way to remind them how our individual creativity is so important
and unique, but we are also one big team of artists here at EJD!”

“We were inspired by the contemporary artist Kelsey Montague, who creates murals
all over the world with this theme and hashtag,” Pritchard said. “Similar to her balloon
murals in California and Pennsylvania, we combined all of the individual balloon
designs from each student with strings so that they could pose interactively in the
hallways with our work of art as if they were physically being lifted up!”

Phoenix frst-graders donate to
Oswego County SPCA
The giving spirit was evident at
Michael A. Maroun Elementary
School during the holiday
season, with frst-grade classes
spearheading a fundraiser for
animals in need.
According to frst-grade teacher
Amber Tyrrell, the students
recognized that animals were in
need too, and they stepped up in a big way. Throughout the month of December,
frst-graders collected more than 400 cans of cat and dog food, six large bags of
dry food, treats, blankets, toys, cat litter and $150 in monetary donations.
All the contributions were brought to the Oswego County SPCA, which is a
nonproft organization that helps local animals who may otherwise sufer from
abuse or abandonment.

Both Pritchard and Finniss said they were impressed with the collaborative eforts and
inspired by their students’ stories.
“In a time when some days are not always as bright, our What Lifts You Project
hanging in the hallway is a great reminder of how there are many positive things in
our world to be thankful for!” Pritchard said.

Phoenix students support community
with food drive
A food collection effort in
the Phoenix Central School
District helped make spirits
brighter this holiday season for
community members in need.
Students and staff members
from Emerson J. Dillon Middle
School and John C. Birdlebough
High School donated hundreds
of nonperishable food items recently as part of the effort. On Dec. 9, they worked
alongside members of the Lions Club to assemble food baskets for local families.
“We want to thank everyone who contributed and wish everyone a wonderful
holiday season,” said JCB physical education teacher Angie Neiss, who helped
coordinate the fundraiser.
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Doug & Judi Graham earn PCSD’s Making a Diference Award
Decades of service and volunteerism have not gone unnoticed
as Doug and Judi Graham recently earned the Phoenix Central
School District’s Making a Diference Award.
The recognition program began two years ago with the goal
of honoring those who have gone above and beyond for the
PCSD. This year’s award-winners met that criteria due to their
years of contributions to Phoenix youth, according to the
nomination submitted by former BOE member Paul Gilchreist.
Gilchreist detailed the Grahams’ contributions dating back
to the mid-‘90s, when they began coaching Little League
baseball and community youth basketball. Their volunteerism
extended beyond coaching, as they helped run concessions,
served as scorekeepers, ran the clocks and spearheaded fundraisers through the
boosters.
“They saw the need and they stepped up to help,” Gilchreist said. “They dedicated
their time and efort for all the children, not just their own two. They cared about
the success of everyone …”

Phoenix students showcase talents in
holiday concerts
Sounds of the holiday
season filled the Phoenix
Central School District
throughout the month
of December, as students
showcased their musical
talents during several
concerts.
The Emerson J. Dillon
Middle School student
musicians performed
in-person on back-to-back
nights in early December, with the high school ensembles wrapping things
up with a concert at the JCB auditorium just prior to break. At the elementary
level, classes sung holiday tunes that were recorded and uploaded to the
school’s music webpage for parents/guardians to enjoy.
Each concert featured a variety of holiday favorites such as “Jingle Bells,”
“Deck the Halls,” and “Jolly Old St. Nicholas.”
The Phoenix Central School District music program is consistently one of
the best in the country. For the past 11 years, it has been named one of the
Best Communities for Music Education by the National Association of Music
Merchants Foundation. The designation takes into account the efforts by
teachers, administrators, parents, students and community leaders who have
made music part of the curriculum.

Even after their own children graduated, the Grahams
remained active in various community programs. For
decades, they impacted hundreds of lives within the
community.
“They will never know the countless number of people they
touched; how many children are better adults because of
their mentoring,” Gilchreist said.
Upon reading the nomination, Superintendent Christopher
Byrne congratulated the Grahams and presented them with
the Making a Diference Award.
“On behalf of the entire BOE, I can say that this is a very
well-deserved award,” Byrne said. “Thank you so much
for all that you have done for our students, our school and our community.
Congratulations and thank you, Doug and Judi!”
For more information about the award, or to submit a nomination, please visit
phoenixcsd.org/diferencemaker.

Firebird Marching Band caps of undefeated
season with championship win
The Firebird Marching Band
capped off an undefeated
season recently with its best
performance of the fall,
earning the distinction of
state champions.
“The kids had the run of
their lives,” said Firebird
Marching Band Director John
Bird. “I am so proud of their
accomplishments this season.”
According to Bird, the student
musicians improved throughout the season, and they saved the best for last to capture
the Small Schools Division 2 New York State Field Band Conference title. During the
championship performance, the Firebird contingent posted a season-high score of 88.6,
beating out eight other schools for first place.
“The students made this season such a success, but we could not have done it without
the support of our administration, the board of education, Director of Facilities Jason
Godkin and his crew, and Athletic Director John Jeffries,” Bird said. “A special shoutout
to all the parent volunteers, the bus drivers, prop builders, the uniform moms, the staff
that worked tirelessly on this show to make it happen, and to Michelle Rudy for all her
hard work doing all the behind-the-scenes stuff that no one sees or hears about.”
After such a tremendous run, Bird said he would take some time to reflect on the 2021
season before looking ahead to next year. However, if the past season is any indication,
there’s plenty to look forward to in 2022.
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Mission Statement
The Phoenix Central School District is committed to a challenging educational program that promotes academic and personal growth for all
students. Each student will become a confident, productive, responsible individual with a strong academic foundation, and the ability to make
positive ethical choices. Our goal is to cultivate a sense of pride, character, and accountability in our students and community. The Board of
Education, staff, parents, students, and community share responsibility for this mission.

Game on: Phoenix esports team among the best in the state

The Phoenix Central School District esports team
etched its name into the record books this season as
the squad landed among the top 10 in state rankings.
For the team of 14 John C. Birdlebough High School
students, the success didn’t come without a lot of
hard work and perseverance. They were constantly
practicing, scrimmaging and shufing team

members as quarantines and the pandemic impacted
schedules.
“It was tough, but our communication and teamwork
really improved throughout the season,” said Ryleah
Breckenridge, a junior on the Firebird squad. “We
played to each other’s strengths and complemented
each other’s skills. It was a lot of fun.”
That fun translated into a winning record. Throughout
the season, the Firebirds outdueled their opponents
playing “Rocket League” and “League of Legends”
before getting knocked out of the state playofs in
December. They fnished the year ranked eighth
among the 64 teams in New York state.
“Coming into the season, they knew they wanted to
play at an individual level, but they quickly realized
they would have to work as a team to be successful,”
said Phoenix esports coach Kristy Ryan. “They were

able to do that, and this experience has really given
them a sense of community and teamwork.”
According to Corey Szyikowski, who coaches the
team with Ryan, the students also gained a sense
of accountability as they worked to maintain their
grades and fulfll other requirements to participate.
“They did such a great job throughout the season,”
Szyikowski said. “We’re so proud of them and the way
they came together as a team.”
Szyikowski was also quick to commend the PCSD
technology team for their behind-the-scenes eforts
to ensure a successful year.
“The support we get from IT and the infrastructure
we have here is unbelievable,” he said. “The tech
department is second to none, and we couldn’t do it
without their support.”

Scholar-athletes earn recognition
Forty-five JCB student-athletes and five teams earned recognition for
academic achievements during the fall season. The New York State Public High
School Athletic Association honors athletes who have a 90 or higher average
for the marking period in which he/she participated in a school sport.
The following JCB students were recognized as scholar-athletes:
Sarah Ashby, Emma Bova, Madison Fatcheric, Rachael Foisia, Mariah Gilligan,
Chloe Harvey, Alexandra Hopps, Hannah Huff, Cadence Hunneyman, Kelsey
Redhead and Isabella Rushford (varsity cheerleading); Peyton Callahan, Hayley

Dygert, Mia Graham, Mattie Hunt, Brooke McCann, Gabriella Reynolds and
Sheridan Southworth (varsity girls’ tennis); Cameron Dryer, Avery LaRobardier,
Cody Perry and Alexander Whaley (varsity golf); Courtney Carter, Breannah
Demo, Rylee Denslow, Lia McBurnie, Brooklyn Olschewske, Emily Stellingwerf
and Ryleigh Williams (varsity girls’ soccer); Gabriella Dates, Lindsey Goudy,
Nevaeh Lando, McKenna Neiss, Alaina Sutter, Celia Tangorra and Ella Tangorra
(varsity volleyball); Conner Klock (boys’ cross-country); Madison Quaco (girls’
cross-country); Joshua Carter and Joseph Edick (football); and Parker Allers,
Owen Champion, Evan Isabell, Mason Renfrew and Sean Stevens (boys’ soccer).
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